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ADMINISTRATIVE HISTORY

The Administrative History following each Rule give the date on which the Rule was originally
filed and its effective date, as well as the date on which any amendment or repeal was filed and
its effective date. Principal abbreviations used in the Administrative History are as follows:

f. - filed

eff. - effective

R. - Rule (Abbreviated only at the beginning of the control number)

Ch. - Chapter (Abbreviated only at the beginning of the control number)

ER. - Emergency Rule

Rev. - Revised

Grant Chapter 413-1 entitled "Equity Fund" and Grant Chapter 413-2 entitled "Edge Fund"
submitted November 1, 2000.

Grant Chapter 413-3 entitled "Business Growth Fund" submitted August 30, 2001.

Grant Chapter 413-4 entitled "The OneGeorgia Authority's Regional E-9-1-1 Fund Program™
submitted August 22, 2002.

Grant Chapters 413-5-1 entitled "Strategic Industries Loan Fund" and 413-6-1 entitled
"Entrepreneur and Small Business Development Loan Guarantee Program" submitted June 27,
2005.




Grant Chapter 413-7-1 entitled "Broadband Rural Initiative to Develop Georgia's Economy"
submitted April 28, 2006.

Grants 413-5-1-.01, .02, and .05 submitted September 12, 2006. Rule Chapter 413-8-1 entitled
"AIR Georgia, Airport Initiative in Rural Georgia" submitted October 19, 2006.

Grant Chapter 413-1 submitted February 12, 2007.
Grant 413-1-.10 submitted February 28, 2007.

Grants 413-1-.10, 413-6-1-.03, .09, and .10 submitted March 18, 2008.

Grant Chapter 413-9-1 entitled "Broadband Rural Initiative to Develop Georgia's Economy
Georgia Broadband Deployment Initiative Program” submitted June 27, 2019.

Chapter 413-1. EQUITY FUND.

Rule 413-1-.01. Scope of Rule.

This regulation governs the operation of the OneGeorgia Equity Fund Program as established by
the OneGeorgia Authority (O.C.G.A. 50-34-1) through its resolution adopted on October 6,
2000. In said resolution, the One Georgia Authority authorized the Department of Community
Affairs (hereinafter referred to as "agent") as the implementing entity for purposes of the Equity
Fund Program's operation and administration. Authority O.C.G.A. 50-34-1et seq.

Cite as Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. R. 413-1-.01

Authority: O.C.G.A. Secs. 50-34-1et seq.

History. Original grant description entitled "Scope of Rule" submitted Nov. 1, 2000.
Submitted:Feb. 12, 2007.

Rule 413-1-.02. Definitions.

(1) The definitions for purposes of this regulation are identical in all respects to the terms
defined in O.C.G.A. 50-34-2.

(2) "Rural County", which is not defined in O.C.G.A. 50-34-2, shall be defined using the most
recent data and estimates from the U.S. Bureau of the Census to mean a county with a
population less than 50,000 where 10% or more of the population lives in poverty.
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Cite as Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. R. 413-1-.02

Authority: O.C.G.A. Sec. 50-34-1et seq.

History. Original grant description entitled "Definitions™ submitted Nov. 1, 2000.
Submitted:Feb. 12, 2007.

Rule 413-1-.03. Purpose.

The purpose of the OneGeorgia Equity Fund is to provide a program of financial investments
that includes grants, loans, grant/loan combinations and any other forms of assistance authorized
by (O.C.G.A. 50-34-1et seq.) to finance activities that will assist applicants in promoting the
economic security and creation and retention of economic opportunities for the citizens of the
state through the development and retention of employment opportunities in rural areas of the
state. In carrying out the purposes of the Equity Program, proposals that invoke cooperation,
collaboration and regional partnerships between local governments and public and private-sector
partners shall always receive the greatest consideration for assistance.

Cite as Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. R. 413-1-.03

Authority: O.C.G.A. Sec. 50-34-1et seq.

History. Original grant description entitled "Purpose” submitted Nov. 1, 2000.
Submitted:Feb. 12, 2007.

Rule 413-1-.04. Eligible Applicants.

Eligible applicants and recipients of grant and loan funds awarded under this program shall
include, but not be limited to, general-purpose local governments (municipalities and counties),
local government authorities and joint or multicounty development authorities. All local
government units that are party to an application must be in compliance, where applicable, with
the requirements regarding comprehensive planning (O.C.G.A. 50-8-1et seq.), report of local
government finances (O.C.G.A. 36-81-8[b]), local service delivery strategies (O.C.G.A. 36-70-
let seq.), government management indicators survey (O.C.G.A. 36-81-8[h]) and local
government authorities' registration (O.C.G.A. 36-80-8et seq.).

Cite as Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. R. 413-1-.04

Authority: O.C.G.A. Sec. 50-34-1et seq.

History. Original grant description entitled "Eligible Applicants" submitted Nov. 1, 2000.
Submitted:Feb. 12, 2007.

Rule 413-1-.05. Eligible Activities.

(1) Eligible uses of funds provided under the Equity Fund include those activities and the
provision of facilities and services as described in O.C.G.A. 50-34-1et seq. Such activities
include, but are not limited to, the provision of such public infrastructure, services, facilities
and improvements as: rail access, road improvements, water and sewer improvements,
technology infrastructure, drainage improvements, other public utilities, public facilities and
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)

(3)

(4)

services specifically designed to increase economic opportunities through job training,
workforce development, education and other employment support services, the acquisition,
clearance and disposition of real property, site preparation, site improvements, real property
rehabilitation, and the provision of planning services and technical assistance.

In addition, the Equity Fund may provide assistance to eligible applicants to finance
facilities, projects and project costs for use by businesses and enterprises, purchase or lease
of equipment or other assets or any other community or economic development and
business assistance activity or purpose identified in O.C.G.A. 50-34-1et seq. It is important
to note that the proposed use of Equity Fund monies will dictate whether the funds can be
provided to the applicant to undertake an activity, or whether they will be provided to the
applicant but require a loan, lease or other agreement between the applicant and
participating business or enterprise.

In general, public acquisition or improvements of public facilities and infrastructure can be
undertaken directly by the applicant with Equity Fund monies. Such acquisitions or
improvements do not require the use of a development authority as the applicant or party to
the application. Where Equity Fund monies are expended for the public acquisition and/or
improvements of privately used land, buildings, machinery and equipment, or other private
assets, the financed assets must generally be owned or controlled by the applicant and
leased, subleased or sold to the business or enterprise in accordance with O.C.G.A. 36-62-7
and/or O.C.G.A. 50-34-6. In order to maximize their competitiveness for public water,
wastewater, and solid-waste management projects, applicants are encouraged to discuss
their project with the Georgia Environmental Facilities Authority (GEFA) before submitting
a proposal to the Authority.

The OneGeorgia Authority reserves the right to establish criteria regarding the nature, types
and forms of financial assistance that the Equity Fund provides. In general, assistance will
take the form of grants, low-interest loans or loan/grant combinations. The exact structure
and amount will be determined by the activity to be financed, the financial capacity of the
applicant, business and/or enterprise. Loans will be structured using generally accepted
public and private financing instruments and procedures. All recaptured funds must be
returned to the OneGeorgia Authority.

Cite as Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. R. 413-1-.05

Authority: O.C.G.A. Sec. 50-34-1et seq.

History. Original grant description entitled "Fund Availability" submitted Nov. 1, 2000.
Submitted: Grant entitled "Eligible Activities" received Feb. 12, 2007.

Rule 413-1-.06. Fund Availability.

1)

Funding appropriated or otherwise made available to the One Georgia Authority will be
made available to eligible applicants through an application process that will be announced
through the OneGeorgia Authority's and agent's publication of notices of fund availability
(NOFA's). Such NOFA's will be published on the Authority and/or its agent 's web-sites and
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at the discretion of the OneGeorgia Authority and agent, may also be mailed to eligible
applicants, applicant associations and/or placed in advertisements in certain local or state
publications.

(2) The OneGeorgia Authority's NOFA will establish application submission guidelines.
Applications will be accepted throughout the submission period and will be reviewed based
upon the criteria provided in Section 413-1.09.

(3) Eligible applicants must apply for assistance under this program in a format and manner
prescribed by the OneGeorgia Authority. Application guides and guidelines may be
obtained from the OneGeorgia Authority or:

The Georgia Department of Community Affairs
OneGeorgia Equity Fund Program

c/o Office of Economic Development

60 Executive Park South, N.E.

Atlanta, Georgia 30329-2231

Cite as Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. R. 413-1-.06

Authority: O.C.G.A. Sec. 50-34-1et seq.

History. Original grant description entitled "Eligible Activities" submitted Nov. 1, 2000.
Submitted: Grant entitled "Fund Availability" received Feb. 12, 2007.

Rule 413-1-.07. Application Submission Procedures.

(1) The application procedure for the Equity Program includes an optional Initial Project
Assessment phase and an Application phase. The purpose of the Initial Project Assessment
is to provide:

A) adetermination of a proposed activity or activities eligibility for Equity Fund
financing;

B) a determination on whether the proposed activity or activities and broader project can
meet the basic Equity Program thresholds and be competitive under the rating and
review system as outlined in Section 413-1-.09 and C) an opportunity to obtain Pre-
Agreement Cost Approval (PACA) from the Authority so that projects may obtain
interim financing and proceed with certain identified project activities prior to receipt
of an actual Grant or Loan Agreement.

(2) Eligible applicants may submit Initial Project Assessments and/or Applications for
consideration at any time. The OneGeorgia Authority strongly encourages potential
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©)

(4)

applicants to contact the Authority or DCA to arrange an Initial Project Assessment review
prior to submitting an Application.

Initial Project Assessments and/or Applications may be submitted individually by an
eligible applicant, or jointly, by two or more applicants. Joint submissions must contain a
copy of the Cooperating Agreement entered into by the cooperating units of government.
The Agreement should designate the applicant that will serve as lead recipient should the
project be funded.

Initial Project Assessments and Applications for the Equity program must be submitted in
conformance with the format and applicable instructions specified by the OneGeorgia
Authority.

Cite as Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. R. 413-1-.07

Authority: O.C.G.A. Sec. 50-34-1et seq.

History. Original grant description entitled "Review of Applications” submitted Nov. 1, 2000.
Submitted: Grant entitled "Application Submission Procedures™ received Feb. 12, 2007.

Rule 413-1-.08. Review of Applications.

1)

()

(3)

(4)

Upon receipt of an Initial Project Assessment under this program, staff will review the
Initial Project Assessment for eligibility and conformance with basic threshold criteria.
Potential applicants will then be notified regarding general eligibility and perceived
competitiveness based on the information they provided. For Assessments that indicate
potentially eligible and competitive projects, the Authority and/or DCA may provide limited
technical assistance to would be applicants; however, in no event will the Authority or DCA
actually assist in the actual writing of an application.

Upon receipt of an application, the application shall be reviewed using the rating and
selection factors specified in Section 413-1-.09 of these regulations, using any additional
and/or supplemental information, data, analyses, documentation, commitments, assurances,
etc. as may be required or requested by the Authority or DCA for purposes of evaluating,
rating, and selecting applicants under this program. Applications that contain insufficient
information or documentation to be evaluated and rated may be returned to the applicant for
further information.

Staff may conduct site visits and hold discussions with applicants and proposed sub-
recipients for the purposes of confirming and evaluating information contained in the Initial
Project Assessment or Application. Staff may also consult with other appropriate
government and private entities in the course of reviewing and evaluating information
contained in Project Assessments and/or Applications.

The scores obtained for the various selection factors will be totaled and applicants with
scores of at least 325 points that meet all appropriate funding criteria that conform to the
objectives of O.C.G.A. 50-34, as amended, and that can be carried out in compliance with
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all applicable state or local law, regulations or requirements will be funded until funds are
exhausted. In cases where fundable applications exceed available funds, the applicant with
the highest number of jobs benefiting low and moderate income persons will be given
priority.

Cite as Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. R. 413-1-.08

Authority: O.C.G.A. Sec. 50-34-1et seq.

History. Original grant description entitled "Awarding of Funds" submitted Nov. 1, 2000.
Submitted: Grant entitled "Review of Applications" received Feb. 12, 2007.

Rule 413-1-.09. Rating and Selection Criteria.

Criteria Points
Threshold Requirements |0
Demographics 100
Feasibility 120
Impact 110
Strategy 110
Regional Bonus 100

Total Available Points |540

(1) Threshold Requirements (In order to be rated and reviewed, an application must meet all
threshold requirements identified below):

a. The application is from an eligible applicant;

b. The project takes place within a rural county or a county with a population of less
than 500,000 that shares a border with a rural county which has endorsed the project
and also demonstrates sufficient quantifiable public benefit (as defined in Section
413-1 .07(7) to the rural county to qualify as a regional application;

c. (Reserved);

d. The proposed use of funds are for eligible activities and will be carried out in a
manner consistent with the state constitution, state law and in accordance with the
applicant's (or sub-recipient’s) enabling legislation and authority; and

e. The proposed activities are consistent with local and regional plans developed under
the provisions of the Georgia Planning Act and the Service Delivery Strategies
developed in accordance with O.C.G.A. 36-70-1et seq.

(2) Demographics (100 Points Maximum): On an annual basis, demographic scores will be
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(3)

calculated for each county in the state. For purposes of assigning a demographic score for
applications submitted by multiple applicants or an authority made up of multiple entities,
the highest score from the group of counties which has endorsed the project or are members
of the regional authority will be used. Applications will be rated and scored against each of
the following demographic factors as calculated by the Department of Community Affairs
using the most recent population, poverty and income estimates:

a.

Demographic Need - total population: Counties will be compared in terms of their
total population level. Counties with a population less than 10,000 will receive 45
points. Counties with a population between 10,000;

Demographic Need - percent of people in poverty: Counties will be compared in
terms of the percentage of population below the poverty level. Counties with an
overall poverty rate of 20% or greater shall receive 40 points. For counties with a
poverty rate less than 20%, scores will be obtained by dividing each county's
percentage of persons in poverty by the highest percentage of persons in poverty of
any applicant in the group and multiplying by 40.

Demographic Need - per capita income: Counties will be compared in terms of their
per capita income. Scores will be obtained by dividing each County's per capita
income into the lowest per capita income of any county in the group and multiplying
by 15.

Project Feasibility (120 Points Maximum) Applications will be awarded "feasibility" points
according to the following scale: poor: 0.0 points; below average: 30.0 points; average: 60.0
points; good: 90.0 points; excellent: 120 points. The criteria outlined detailed in 413-1.09(3)
a.-h. will determine where on the "Feasibility” Scale an application ranks:

a.

The description of the proposed project and activities are clearly described and
documented,;

The project will generate positive net public benefits as quantified by an acceptable
public cost-benefit analysis, model or methodology;

The responsibilities for carrying out each activity are clearly ascribed to a
participating entity and each entity has firmly committed in writing to carry out its
part;

Project readiness concerns are addressed (as applicable):
i) engineering/architectural/environmental,

i) infrastructure/utility access issues,
iii) specific job and investment commitments,

iv) commitments to fund operations/maintenance, etc.;



v) other public and private sector investors are committed and ready to invest,

vi) all needed real property is acquired or under option, environmental, regulatory
and liability concerns addressed (phase 1, government permits, etc.),
administrative capacity is adequate, and ix) (soft projects) professional service
providers have adequate credentials and work history, etc.;

e. For regional projects, provisions are in place for joint ownership and revenue or cost
sharing;
f. Underwriting analysis (as applicable) has determined that the:
1) organizational status of benefiting entity is documented and reputable;
i) development entity 's performance and standing is secure in the following areas:

capital management, debt capacity, management character and experience,
collateral value, economic and market conditions;

iii) development entity's proposed development or business plan uses reasonable
assumptions;

iv) development entity's proposed development team (developer, contractor,
property managers, syndicator, etc.) has a successful record of
accomplishment; and

v) proposed business plan, marketing strategy and proforma are realistic; and

vi) the development entity will be able to repay the OneGeorgia assistance (as
applicable);

g. Project costs are verified through original source documents, architectural and
engineering reports, or certified appraisals; and

h. Applicant certifies that project complies (or will comply) with all applicable federal,
state, and local law and regulations.

(4) Project Impact (110 Points Maximum) Applications will be awarded "Impact™ points
according to the following scale: poor: 0.0 points; below average: 27.5 points; average: 55.0
points; good: 82.5 points; excellent: 110.0 points. In order to determine where on the
"Impact" scale a project ranks the following criteria will be analyzed:

a. The number of jobs to be created or retained;
b. The quality of jobs to be created or retained;

c. The amount of OneGeorgia and total state assistance per job created or retained;



d. The amount of new private leverage;
e. The amount of new and/or retained taxes to be generated; and

f. The improvement of regional competitiveness through the project's implementation
and/or the delivery of project financing through the utilization of regional authorities,
regional research organizations, regional business incubation entities, and
collaboration with private investment and lending organizations into underserved
markets;

(5) Program Strategy (110 Points Maximum) Applications will be awarded "Strategy" points
according to the following scale: poor: 0.0 points; below average: 27.5 points; average: 55.0
points; good: 82.5 points; excellent: 110.0 points. In order to determine where on the
"strategy" scale a project ranks the following criteria will be analyzed:

a. The benefiting entity is willing to back its commitments by entering into a legally
binding agreement with the Authority that provides appropriate covenants for the
delivery of proposed public benefits and acceptable security for the Authority's
financing and repayment provisions or sanctions should promised benefits not occur;

b. The proposed project will result in the enhancement of the workforce through job
training, skill upgrades, education, etc.;

c. The proposed project is likely to lead to indirect local and regional impact by:

1) attracting related development/investment;

ii) supporting/enhancing local or regional development strategies and priorities;
and

iii) supporting/enhancing local or regional institutions and quality of life;

d. Financial and programmatic alternatives have been considered for the proposed
project and eliminated;

e. The proposed project supports the overall objectives of the OneGeorgia Authority and
supports the state's development strategy for:

i) rural development;

i) targeted industries and sectors;
iii) tourism development;

iv) environmental preservation; and

V) regional impact;



f.  For non-construction projects, no similar studies, plans or documents have been
produced in the last ten years, and if they have, they have been used to the extent
possible and/or are in need of updating or expanding; and

g. The project represents an innovative approach to the development and retention of
employment opportunities in rural Georgia.

(6) Regional Bonus (Maximum of 100 Points): Applications will be awarded regional bonus
points and can receive larger grant amounts as described in section 413-1-.10(1) based upon
a project's demonstration of significant and quantifiable regional cooperation or impact
using the criteria outlined below:

a. "Regional Cooperation” (60 Points)-The proposed project is a regional initiative that
evidences either:

a) significant multi-jurisdictional cooperation through ownership by a
development authority comprised of multiple jurisdictions or two or more
counties; or

b) arevenue and cost sharing agreement or other intergovernmental agreement by
two or more counties; or

c) arevenue and cost sharing agreement or other intergovernmental agreement by
multiple jurisdictions that results in regional impacts, benefits, or service
delivery; and/or

b. "Regional Impact" (40 points)-The proposed project will result in significant and
quantifiable public benefits and impacts in multiple rural counties. The benefits must
meet or exceed one of the following thresholds:

a) asubstantial net increase in employment or employment opportunities (with
BEST qualified jobs);

b) a substantial net increase in the tax-base or opportunities for public revenue
generation;

c) asubstantial increase in either educational opportunities, job training programs,
workforce development or business incubation and development opportunities.

(7) The criteria in this rule ( 413-1-.07) are designed to assist the OneGeorgia Authority and/or
its agent in making a decision and only constitute minimum standards. Additional factors
may be considered depending on the nature of particular projects and their relative merit
compared to competing proposals and depending on the availability of funding at the time
of application. The decisions made by the OneGeorgia Authority shall be final and
conclusive.
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Cite as Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. R. 413-1-.09

Authority: O.C.G.A. Sec. 50-34-1et seq.

History. Original grant description entitled "Statement of Conditions" submitted Nov. 1, 2000.
Submitted: Grant entitled "Rating and Selection Criteria" received Feb. 12, 2007.

Rule 413-1-.10. Awarding of Funds.

(1) Award limits will be based on the number of counties supporting a particular project.
(@ One County - Maximum of $200,000 per project

(b) Two Counties - Maximum of $300,000 per project

(c) Three or more - Maximum of $500,000 per project

(2) Award limits set at $1,000,000 per project where the project:

(a) evidences support by a multi-county development authority where at least one of the
participating counties is a directly eligible county; and

(b) a revenue/cost sharing agreement or other intergovernmental agreement between two
or more counties is executed; and

(c) where the project will result in regional impact and economic benefits for at least one
directly eligible county. For a better understanding of what constitutes a multi-county
project, please refer to Regional Bonus described under 413-1 .09(6).

(3) Limits may be waived upon recommendation of DCA Commissioner and approval of
Authority Director; or upon recommendation and approval of Authority Director.

Cite as Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. R. 413-1-.10

Authority: O.C.G.A. Sec. 50-34-1et seq.

History. Original grant description entitled "Awarding of Funds" submitted Feb. 12, 2007.
Submitted: Feb. 28, 2007.

Submitted:Mar. 18, 2008.

Chapter 413-2. EDGE FUND.

Rule 413-2-.01. Scope of Rule.

This regulation governs the operation of the OneGeorgia Edge Fund Program as established by
the OneGeorgia Authority (O.C.G.A. 50-34-1) through legislation signed by the Governor on
April 21, 2000. The OneGeorgia Authority authorizes the Department of Community Affairs
(herein after referred to as "agent") as the implementing entity for purposes of the Edge Fund
Program's operation and administration.
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Cite as Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. R. 413-2-.01
Authority: O.C.G.A. Sec. 50-34et seq.
History. Original grant description entitled "Scope of Rule" submitted Nov. 1, 2000.

Rule 413-2-.02. Definitions.

The definitions for purposes of this regulation are identical in all respects to the terms defined in
0.C.G.A. 50- 34 et seq.

Competitive Project. Competitive Project generally describes a situation where business
enterprise is considering no less than two communities as a site for relocation or expansion,
where at least one community is outside this state, and at least one, but not more than one, is in
this state. A project is not considered a competitive project when the competition involves only
the relocation of an existing company from OneGeorgia community to another Georgia
community.

Cite as Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. R. 413-2-.02
Authority: O.C.G.A. Sec. 50-34et seq.
History. Original grant description entitled "Definitions" submitted Nov. 1, 2000.

Rule 413-2-.03. Purpose.

The purpose of the OneGeorgia Edge Fund Program is to provide financial assistance to eligible
applicants that are being considered as a relocation or expansion site in a competitive project;
and, where the Edge Fund is used when the health, welfare, safety and economic security of the
citizens of the state are promoted through the development and/or retention of employment
opportunities.

Cite as Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. R. 413-2-.03
Authority: O.C.G.A. Sec. 50-34et seq.
History. Original grant description entitled "Purpose" submitted Nov. 1, 2000.

Rule 413-2-.04. Eligible Applicants.

(1) Eligible applicants and recipients of grant funds awarded under this program shall include,
but are not limited to, general-purpose local governments (municipalities and counties),
local government authorities, joint or multi-county development authorities, state authorities
or any combination of the above. All local government units that are party to an application
must be in compliance, where applicable, with the requirements regarding comprehensive
planning (O.C.G.A. 50-8-1et seq.), report of local government finances (O.C.G.A. 36-81-
8[b]), local service delivery strategies (O.C.G.A. 36-70-1et seq.), and local government
authorities registration (O.C.G.A. 36-80-8et seq.)
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Cite as Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. R. 413-2-.04
Authority: O.C.G.A. Sec. 50-34et seq.
History. Original grant description entitled "Eligible Applicants" submitted Nov. 1, 2000.

Rule 413-2-.05. Fund Availability.

1)

()

(3)

(4)

Grant funds appropriated or otherwise made available to the Authority will be made
available to eligible applicants for projects when a competitive project cannot locate or
expand without special financial assistance.

The Authority will establish and announce funding availability. Applications will be
accepted throughout the fiscal year and will be reviewed based upon the criteria provided in
Rule 413-2-.07.

Eligible applicants must apply for assistance under this program in a format and manner

described by the OneGeorgia Authority. Application manuals and guidelines may be
obtained from the Authority:

OneGeorgia Authority
1200-B Hillcrest Parkway
Dublin, Georgia 31021
(478) 274-7734

www.One Georgia.org

The application manual provided will include information outlining program requirements,
forms, mailing addresses, telephone numbers of contact persons and other necessary and
pertinent information.

Cite as Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. R. 413-2-.05
Authority: O.C.G.A. Sec. 50-34et seq.
History. Original grant description entitled "Fund Availability" submitted Nov. 1, 2000.

Rule 413-2-.06. Eligible Activities.

Eligible uses of funds provided under the Edge Fund include those activities and the provision of
facilities and services as described in O.C.G.A. 50-34. Eligible uses of funds for this category
shall include, but are not limited to:

1. Public Land Acquisition/Site Development.
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a) For siting and/or improving publicly owned infrastructure.
b) For publicly owned industrial, technology parks, and airports.

c) For publicly owned improvements for tourism developments.

2. Public Infrastructure Improvements.
a) Publicly owned water and/or sewer facilities and improvements.

b) Publicly owned improvements for pollution control.
c) Publicly owned railroad spurs.

d) Publicly owned road improvements.

e) Drainage improvements on public rights of way.

f) Site preparation on publicly owned land.

g) Publicly owned telecommunications assets.

3. Publicly Owned Machinery and Equipment.

4. Publicly Owned/Privately Leased Fixed Assets (sites and buildings) and/or Machinery and
Equipment.

It is important to note that the proposed use of Edge Fund monies will dictate whether the
funds can simply be granted to the applicant, or whether they will be granted to the applicant
but require a lease agreement between the applicant and participating subrecipient. In
general, public acquisition or improvements of public facilities and infrastructure can be
paid for by the applicant with Edge Fund monies and do not have to be leased to a
subrecipient through a development authority. Where Edge Fund monies are expended for
the public acquisition and/or improvement of privately used land, buildings, machinery and
equipment, or other private assets, the assets must be owned or controlled by the applicant
and leased or subleased to the private user.

The Authority may also require the applicant to recapture some or all of the Edge Fund
assistance if ownership of project assets is transferred to an entity other than the applicant. The
Authority also reserves the right to establish criteria for the recapture of grant funds upon
transfer of project assets to an entity other than the applicant or upon any event that violates
state law, the public purpose of the grant program, or any of the grant conditions. All recaptured
funds must be returned to the Authority, unless otherwise specified by the Authority.

Cite as Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. R. 413-2-.06
Authority: O.C.G.A. Sec. 50-34et seq.



History. Original grant description entitled "Eligible Activities" submitted Nov. 1, 2000.

Rule 413-2-.07. Review of Grant Applications.

All applications received from eligible applicants will be reviewed in a timely manner to
determine the merit of the applications and the proposed use of funds. The criteria in the
following sections will be used to determine the merit of each application.

1. Applications will be reviewed based upon enhancement of community or economic
development opportunites. Applicable criteria include, but are not limited to:

* Numbers and types of jobs retained and/or created,;

* Total private capital investment;

* Impact on the state, regional and community economy and tax base;

* Degree of local financial commitment;

* Consistency with local and regional development goals and objectives;

* Project readiness;

* Project feasibility;

* Wage levels compared with average wages of industry in the impacted area;
* Reasonableness of cost estimates;

* Tier status.

2. All applications for funding from this program must provide written certification from the
applicant, addressed to the OneGeorgia Authority, to the effect that the applicant is
authorized under the laws of the State to carry out the project and activities that are the
subject of the application, and that the proposed expenditure of funds is in accordance with

all applicable legal requirements.

3. Inits review of applications, the Authority may, at its discretion, consult with other
individuals or agencies as appropriate for receiving advice.

4. The criteria in this Rule (413-2-.07) are designed to assist the Authority in making its
decision and only constitute minimum standards. Additional factors may be considered
depending on the nature of particular projects and their relative merit compared to competing
proposals, and depending on the availability of funding at the time of application.



5. The decision that the Authority makes shall be final and conclusive.

6. Projects documenting that public benefits exceed public costs will receive greatest
consideration under the program's rating criteria.

Cite as Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. R. 413-2-.07
Authority: O.C.G.A. Sec. 50-34et seq.
History. Original grant description entitled "Review of Grant Applications"” submitted Nov. 1, 2000.

Rule 413-2-.08. Awarding of Grant Funds.

Edge Fund grants are not limited in amount. Grant amounts may be recommended by the
Georgia Department of Community Affairs, and approved by the Authority. Final approval of
grant amounts is at the discretion of the Authority.

1. Applications will be considered for funding when the project takes place in a Tier 1 or Tier 2
county.

2. Applications from Tier 3 applicants will also be considered where those counties:
* Share a border with a Tier 1 or Tier 2 county; and

* Are part of a project that has been endorsed in writing by a neighboring Tier 1 or Tier 2
county; and

* Can demonstrate a significant economic benefit to a neighboring Tier 1 or Tier 2 county
through regional impact, revenue sharing or other evidence of regionalism.

3. Once selected for funding, grant funds will be made available by the Authority through an
award contract incorporating by reference the approved final application and adding any
special conditions that may be necessary or appropriate. As part of the award conditions,
recipients must file a report on the impact and performance of the project, in a format
prescribed by the Authority.

4. The authority may approve a grant subject to certain general or special conditions that will be
incorporated into the grant award document. Because of the limited amount of funds
available, the Authority may also approve and/or award an amount less than the amount
requested in the application. Applicants will be notified immediately if the grant request
amount and the approved amount will be different. The applicant will have thirty (30) days
from the date of award to accept any special conditions and/or the reduced grant amount. If
the applicant fails to accept the special conditions or lower grant amount within the required
period, the Authority may unilaterally withdraw the grant award.

5. Grant approvals will be issued with an expiration date. If an applicant fails to request a
drawdown of funds prior to the expiration date, the application approval will expire and



funds will not be issued.

Awards will be committed to competitive, time-sensitive projects when location decisions are
pending. The Authority may deny approval of an application when the application is received
after the company/project has, verbally or in writing, selected a location or made a location
commitment to a community.

Cite as Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. R. 413-2-.08
Authority: O.C.G.A. Sec. 50-34et seq.
History. Original grant description entitled "Awarding of Grant Funds" submitted Nov. 1, 2000.

Rule 413-2-.09. Statement of Conditions.

In addition to the certifications made on the face of the award statement, the recipient must
further certify that:

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

No applicable state laws, rules, regulations, or applicable local ordinances shall be violated
in carrying out this project and expending Edge Fund monies.

Recipient's internally adopted procurement procedures meet applicable state requirements
and will be adhered to and documentation shall be maintained to document such adherence.

Recipient's accounting records shall be maintained in a manner consistent with generally
accepted government accounting standards.

If the Recipient is a development authority, then the project financed in part by Equity Fund
monies shall only be leased or sold or administered as provided by Section 36-62-7 of the
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, local constitutional amendment, local law passed by
the legislature, or other general enabling legislation, as applicable.

The recipient shall undergo an annual financial audit conducted in accordance with
government auditing standards established by the comptroller general of the United States.
The recipient shall submit to the Authority copies of all audits that cover all or part of the
grant period.

No real or apparent conflict of interest shall be engaged in by any person or party (or any
person or party with whom they have family or business ties) who is involved in any aspect
of the Edge Fund project.

Cite as Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. R. 413-2-.09
Authority: O.C.G.A. Sec. 50-34et seq.
History. Original grant description entitled ""Statement of Conditions" submitted Nov. 1, 2000.

Chapter 413-3. BUSINESS GROWTH FUND.
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Rule 413-3-.01. Scope of Rule.

This regulation governs the operation of the OneGeorgia Business Growth Fund Program as
established by the OneGeorgia Authority (O.C.G.A. § 50-34-1). The OneGeorgia Authority
authorizes the Department of Community Affairs (herein after referred to as "agent™) as the
implementing entity for purposes of the Business Growth Fund Program's operation and
administration.

Cite as Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. R. 413-3-.01
Authority: O.C.G.A. Sec. 50-34-1et seq.
History. Original grant description entitled "Scope of Rule" submitted Aug. 30, 2001.

Rule 413-3-.02. Definitions.

The definitions for purposes of this regulation are identical in all respects to the terms defined in
O.C.G.A. 8 50-34et seq.

Business Enterprise: A business engaged in manufacturing, producing, processing, assembling,
repairing, extracting, warehousing, handling, or distributing any agricultural, manufactured,
mining, or industrial product or any combination of the foregoing; a business engaged in
furnishing or facilitating communications, computer services, research, or transportation; a
business engaged in tourism; a business engaged in commercial or retail sales or service; a
business engaged in construction; and corporate and management offices and services provided
in connection with any of the foregoing, in isolation or in any combination that involves, in each
case, either the creation of new or additional employment, the retention of existing employment
or payroll, or the increase of average payroll for employees of such enterprise.

Project: Project generally describes a situation where:

a) a business enterprise is considering or planning an expansion of employment;

b) a business enterprise is considering or planning to modernize or enhance their equipment or
processes in order to increase the competitiveness of the business enterprise or to enhance
the average payroll for employees of such enterprise, or

c¢) an individual, group of individuals, or consortium of business enterprises seeks to form a
new business venture, has raised significant private investment and has thoroughly explored
other public and private financing options.

Time-Sensitive: Time-sensitive generally describes a situation where:

a) the applicant can demonstrate the project requires financial assistance in a time-frame not
provided for in the OneGeorgia Equity Fund competition cycle (see Equity Fund Rules at
413-1), or
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b) the project involves intensive communication with the business enterprise for the purposes of
financial analysis or underwriting, as deemed necessary by the Authority, and thus does not
lend itself to the competition cycle provided by the Equity Fund cycle (see Equity Fund
Rules at 413-1).

Cite as Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. R. 413-3-.02
Authority: O.C.G.A. Sec. 50-34-1et seq.
History. Original grant description entitled "Definitions" submitted Aug. 30, 2001.

Rule 413-3-.03. Purpose.

The purpose of the OneGeorgia Business Growth Fund Program is to provide financial
assistance to eligible applicants that are attempting to facilitate a time-sensitive project with an
existing business or new business venture where other local, state, and federal financing sources
are not available and, where the Business Growth Fund is sought to promote the health, welfare,
safety and economic security of the citizens of the state through the development and/or retention
of employment opportunities.

Cite as Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. R. 413-3-.03
Authority: O.C.G.A. Sec. 50-34-1et seq.
History. Original grant description entitled "Purpose” submitted Aug. 30, 2001.

Rule 413-3-.04. Eligible Applicants.

Eligible applicants and recipients of grant or loan funds awarded under this program shall
include, but are not limited to, general-purpose local governments (municipalities and counties),
local government authorities, joint or multicounty development authorities, or any combination
of the above. All local government units that are party to an application must be in compliance,
where applicable, with the requirements regarding

* comprehensive planning (O.C.G.A. § 50-8-1et seq.),

* report of local government finances (O.C.G.A. § 36-81-8(b)),

* local service delivery strategies (O.C.G.A. § 36-70-1et seq.), and

* local government authorities registration (O.C.G.A. § 36-80-16et seq.).

Cite as Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. R. 413-3-.04
Authority: O.C.G.A. Sec. 50-34-1et seq.
History. Original grant description entitled "Eligible Applicants” submitted Aug. 30, 2001.

Rule 413-3-.05. Fund Availability.
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1. Grant and loan funds appropriated or otherwise made available to the Authority will be made
available to eligible applicants for eligible projects when the applicant demonstrates a time-
sensitive business need and meets the criteria established by the Authority.

2. The Authority will establish and announce funding availability. Applications will be accepted
throughout the fiscal year and will be reviewed based upon the criteria provided in Rule 413-
3-.07.

3. Eligible applicants must apply for assistance under this program in a format and manner
described by the OneGeorgia Authority. Application guidelines may be obtained from the
Authority:

OneGeorgia Authority
1202-B Hillcrest Parkway
Dublin, Georgia 31021
(478) 274-7734

www.One Georgia.org

4. The application manual provided will include information outlining program requirements,
forms, mailing addresses, telephone numbers of contact persons and other necessary and
pertinent information.

Cite as Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. R. 413-3-.05
Authority: O.C.G.A. Sec. 50-34-1et seq.
History. Original grant description entitled "Fund Availability" submitted Aug. 30, 2001.

Rule 413-3-.06. Eligible Activities.

Eligible uses of funds provided under the Business Growth Fund include those activities and the
provision of facilities and services as described in O.C.G.A. § 50-34-1et seq.

Eligible uses of funds for this category shall include, but are not limited to:

1. Public Land and Building Acquisition, Site Development, Construction, Improvement or
Modification;

a) For siting and/or improving publicly owned infrastructure,
b) For publicly owned industrial and technology parks, and airports,

¢) For publicly owned improvements for tourism development.
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2. Public Infrastructure Improvements;

a) Publicly owned water and/or sewer facilities and improvements,
b) Publicly owned improvements for pollution control,

c) Publicly owned railroad spurs,

d) Publicly owned road improvements,

e) Drainage improvements on public rights of way,

f) Site preparation on publicly owned land,

g) Publicly owned telecommunications assets.

3. Acquisition, Improvement or Modification of Publicly Owned Machinery and Equipment,
including plans and specifications for such machinery and equipment. 4. Acquisition,
Improvement or Modification of Publicly Owned/ Privately Leased Fixed Assets (sites and
buildings) and/or Machinery and Equipment, including plans and specifications for such
machinery and equipment.

It is important to note that the proposed use of Business Growth Fund monies will dictate
whether the funds can simply be granted to the applicant, or whether they will be granted to the
applicant but require a lease agreement. In general, public acquisition or improvements of
public facilities and infrastructure can be paid for by the applicant with Business Growth Fund
monies and do not have to be leased to a subrecipient through a development authority. Where
Business Growth Fund monies are expended for the public acquisition and/or improvement of
privately used land, buildings, machinery and equipment, or other private assets, the assets must
be owned or controlled by the applicant and leased or subleased to the private user.

The Authority may also require the applicant to recapture some or all of the Business Growth
Fund assistance if ownership of project assets is transferred to an entity other than the applicant.
The Authority also reserves the right to establish criteria for the recapture of grant funds upon
transfer of project assets to an entity other than the applicant or upon any event that violates
state law, the public purpose of the grant program, or any of the grant conditions. All recaptured
funds must be returned to the Authority, unless otherwise specified by the Authority.

Cite as Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. R. 413-3-.06
Authority: O.C.G.A. Sec. 50-34-1et seq.
History. Original grant description entitled "Eligible Activities" submitted Aug. 30, 2001.

Rule 413-3-.07. Review of Grant Applications.

All applications received from eligible applicants will be reviewed in a timely manner to
determine the merit of the applications and the proposed use of funds.
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. Applications will be reviewed based upon enhancement of economic development
opportunites. Projects will be judged by the extent to which they address the Authority's
objectives which include but are not limited to:

* Increase in the numbers and/or types of jobs,

* Retention of quality jobs,

* Improvement in quality of jobs,

* Diversification of local or regional economy,

* Strengthening regional industry clusters,

* Increase in private capital investment and new investment opportunities,

* Increase in new business starts and entrepreneurial opportunities. Projects will be rated by
criteria including but not limited to:

* Project readiness,

* Project feasibility,

* Degree of private investment or support,

* Degree of local financial commitment,

* Reasonableness of cost estimates,

* Strength of business plan,

* Rationale for equipment or process improvements,

* Impact on the state, regional and community economy and tax base,

* Value of property enhancements relative to state's economic development strategy,
* Consistency with local and regional development goals and objectives,

* Financing need (applicant demonstration that no other funds available to complete the
project),

* Tier status.

All applications for funding from this program must provide written certification from the



applicant, addressed to the OneGeorgia Authority, to the effect that the applicant is
authorized under the laws of the State to carry out the project and activities that are the
subject of the application, and that the proposed expenditure of funds is in accordance with
all applicable legal requirements.

3. Inits review of applications, the Authority may, at its discretion, consult with other
individuals or agencies as appropriate for receiving advice.

4. The criteria in this rule are designed to assist the Authority in making its decision and only
constitute minimum standards. Additional factors may be considered depending on the nature
of particular projects and their relative merit compared to competing proposals, and
depending on the availability of funding at the time of application.

5. The decision that the Authority makes shall be final and conclusive.

Cite as Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. R. 413-3-.07
Authority: O.C.G.A. Sec. 50-34-1et seq.
History. Original grant description entitled "Review of Grant Applications" submitted Aug. 30, 2001.

Rule 413-3-.08. Awarding of Grant Funds.

1. Business Growth Fund grants are limited to $500,000 per project. The Executive Director of
the Authority may waive this limit under exceptional circumstances.

2. Applications will be considered for funding when the project takes place in a Tier 1 or Tier 2
county.

3. Applications from Tier 3 applicants will also be considered where those counties:
a) Share a border with a Tier 1 or Tier 2 county; and

b) Are part of a project that has been endorsed in writing by a neighboring Tier 1 or Tier
2 county; and

c) Can demonstrate a significant economic benefit to a neighboring Tier 1 or Tier 2
county through regional impact, revenue sharing or other evidence of regionalism.

4. Once selected for funding, grant funds will be made available by the Authority through an
award contract incorporating by reference the approved final application and adding any
special conditions that may be necessary or appropriate. As part of the award conditions,
recipients must file a report on the impact and performance of the project, in a format
prescribed by the Authority.

5. The authority may approve a grant subject to certain general or special conditions that will be
incorporated into the grant award document. Because of the limited amount of funds
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available, the Authority may also approve and/or award an amount less than the amount
requested in the application. The applicant will have thirty (30) days from the date of award
to accept any special conditions and/or the reduced grant amount. If the applicant fails to
accept the special conditions or lower grant amount within the required period, the Authority
may unilaterally withdraw the grant award.

6. Grant or loan approvals will be issued with an expiration date. If an applicant fails to request
a drawdown of funds prior to the expiration date, the application approval will expire and
funds will not be issued. Extensions may be granted by the Authority under exceptional
circumstances.

7. Awards will be committed to competitive, time-sensitive projects. The Authority may deny
approval of an application when the application is received after the company/project has
initiated or completed the proposed activities.

Cite as Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. R. 413-3-.08
Authority: O.C.G.A. Sec. 50-34-1et seq.
History. Original grant description entitled "Awarding of Grant Funds™ submitted Aug. 30, 2001.

Rule 413-3-.09. Statement of Conditions.

In addition to the certifications made on the fact of the award statement, the recipient must
further certify that:

1. No applicable state laws, rules, regulations, or applicable local ordinances shall be violated in
carrying out this project and expending Business Growth Fund monies.

2. Recipient's internally adopted procurement procedures meet applicable state requirements
and will be adhered to and documentation shall be maintained to document such adherence.

3. Recipient's accounting records shall be maintained in a manner consistent with generally
accepted government accounting standards.

4. If the Recipient is a development authority, then the project financed in part by Business
Growth Fund monies shall only be leased or sold or administered as provided by Section 36-
62-7 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, local constitutional amendment, local law
passed by the legislature, or other general enabling legislation, as applicable.

5. The recipient shall undergo an annual financial audit conducted in accordance with
government auditing standards established by the comptroller general of the United States.
The recipient shall submit to the Authority copies of all audits that cover all or part of the
grant period.

6. No real or apparent conflict of interest shall be engaged in by any person or party (or any
person or party with whom they have family or business ties) who is involved in any aspect
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of the Business Growth Fund project.

Cite as Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. R. 413-3-.09
Authority: O.C.G.A. Sec. 50-34-1et seq.
History. Original grant description entitled "Statement of Conditions" submitted Aug. 30, 2001.

Chapter 413-4. THE ONEGEORGIA AUTHORITYS
REGIONAL E-9-1-1 FUND PROGRAM.

Rule 413-4-.01. Scope of Rule.

This regulation governs the operation of the Regional E-9-1-1 Fund Program as established by
the OneGeorgia Authority (O.C.G.A. 50-34-1et seq.) through a resolution adopted by the
OneGeorgia Authority Board on August 13, 2002. In said resolution, the OneGeorgia Authority
authorized the Department of Community Affairs (hereinafter referred to as "Agent") as the
implementing entity for purposes of the Regional E-9-1-1 Fund Program's operation and
administration.

Cite as Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. R. 413-4-.01
Authority: O.C.G.A. Sec. 50-34-1et seq.
History. Original grant description entitled "Scope of Rule" submitted Aug. 22, 2002.

Rule 413-4-.02. Definitions.

The definitions for purposes of this regulation are identical in all respects to the terms defined in
0.C.G.A. 50-34-2, O.C.G.A. 46-5-120 (Georgia Emergency Telephone Number '9-1-1-' Service
Act of 1977), and GEMA's "9-1-1 Emergency Telephone Number Plan."”

Cite as Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. R. 413-4-.02
Authority: O.C.G.A. Sec. 50-34-1et seq.
History. Original grant description entitled "Definitions™ submitted Aug. 22, 2002.

Rule 413-4-.03. Purpose.

The purpose of the OneGeorgia Authority Regional E-9-1-1 Fund is to provide a program of
financial assistance that includes grants and other forms of assistance authorized by O.C.G.A.
50-34-1et seq. to finance activities that will assist applicants in providing enhanced 9-1-1
emergency telephone services ("E-9-1-1") on a regional (i.e., multi-county) basis in counties that
are not currently served by 9-1-1, thereby promoting the health, welfare, safety, and economic
security of the citizens of the state. Any system funded in part with monies from the Regional E-
9-1-1 Fund must meet the standards and requirements for E-9-1-1 systems as set forth in
GEMA's "9-1-1 Emergency Telephone Number Plan."
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Cite as Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. R. 413-4-.03
Authority: O.C.G.A. Sec. 50-34-1et seq.
History. Original grant description entitled "Purpose” submitted Aug. 22, 2002.

Rule 413-4-.04. Eligible Applicants.

(1) Eligible applicants and recipients of grant and loan funds awarded under this program shall
include, but not be limited to, general-purpose local governments (municipalities and
counties), local government authorities, and joint or multi-county development authorities.
Note that in order to be eligible for funding consideration, a proposed E-9-1-1 system must
be "regional” in nature and also meet the Threshold Requirements described at 413-
04.07(2). One Georgia Authority defines "regional as an E-9-1-1 system that is:

a) jointly owned by two or more counties;
b) owned by an authority that contains at least two counties; or

c) involves an intergovernmental service agreement between multiple public
jurisdictions containing two or more counties.

Cite as Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. R. 413-4-.04
Authority: O.C.G.A. Sec. 50-34-1et seq.
History. Original grant description entitled "Eligible Applicants” submitted Aug. 22, 2002.

Rule 413-4-.05. Fund Availability.

(1) Funding appropriated or otherwise made available to the One Georgia Authority will be
made available to eligible applicants on an as-needed basis through a selection process that
will be announced through the Authority and/or Agent's publication of notices of fund
availability (NOFASs). Such NOFAs will be published on the Authority's (www.One
Georgia.org) and Agent's (www.dca.state.ga.us) websites and at the discretion of the
Authority and Agent, may also be mailed to eligible applicants, applicant associations
and/or placed in advertisements in certain local or state publications.

(2) The OneGeorgia Authority's NOFA will establish submission guidelines. Applications will
be accepted at any time an eligible applicant has an eligible project and will be reviewed
based upon the criteria provided in Section 413-04-.07 of these Rules.

(3) Eligible applicants must apply for assistance under this program in a format and manner
prescribed by Agency. Application manuals and guidelines may be obtained from the
Authority or Agent at:

The Georgia Department of Community Affairs
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(4)

Regional E-9-1-1 Fund Program
c/o Office of Economic Development
60 Executive Park South, N.E.

Atlanta, Georgia 30329-2231

The application manual provided will include information outlining program requirements,
forms, mailing addresses, telephone numbers of contact persons and other necessary and
pertinent information.

Cite as Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. R. 413-4-.05
Authority: O.C.G.A. Sec. 50-34-1et seq.
History. Original grant description entitled "Fund Availability" submitted Aug. 22, 2002.

Rule 413-4-.06. Eligible Activities.

(1)

)

Eligible uses of funds provided under the Regional E-9-1-1 Fund include those activities
and the provision of facilities and services as described in O.C.G.A. 50-34-1et seq. Such
activities include, but are not limited to, the provision of such public infrastructure, services,
facilities and improvements needed to implement enhanced 9-1-1 emergency telephone
services. More specifically, such activities include, but are not limited to, the provision of
planning services and technical assistance integral to the development of needed addressing
systems, databases and other informational and technology systems; the purchase of
machinery, equipment and software; technology infrastructure; public utilities; public
facilities and services; real property rehabilitation; the acquisition of real property; site
preparation and improvements; construction; and any other necessary activities allowed
under O.C.G.A. 50-34-1 eq seq. that are integral and necessary for the development and
deployment of enhanced 9-1-1 emergency telephone services. On-going administrative and
maintenance costs are not eligible. Any activities funded with monies from OneGeorgia's
Regional E-9-1-1 Fund must meet GEMA's standards for E-9-1-1 systems as set forth in
GEMA's "9-1-1 Emergency Telephone Number Plan."

In general, the public acquisition and/or improvement of public facilities and infrastructure
can be undertaken directly by a general- purpose local government(s) or authority with
Regional E-9-1-1 Fund monies. In some situations, a private entity may be required to
provide facilities and/or equipment to allow an E-9-1-1 system or facility to become fully
operational. In such situations, Regional E-9-1-1 Fund monies may be expended for the
public acquisition and/or improvement of financed assets and facilities that may be used and
operated by private entities. In such cases, such privately used assets and facilities must
generally be owned or controlled by a local government and/or authority and leased,
subleased or sold to the business or enterprise in accordance with O.C.G.A. 36-62-7 and/or
0.C.G.A. 50-34-6.
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(3) The OneGeorgia Authority reserves the right to establish criteria regarding the nature, types
and forms of financial assistance that the Regional E-9-1-1 Fund provides. In general,
assistance for "public™ facilities owned by local governments and/or authorities will take the
form of grants. Facilities that are to be used exclusively by a private entity through the
arrangements described in Section 413- 04-.06(2) will generally take the form of low-
interest loans or loan/ grant combinations. The exact structure and amount will be
determined by the activity to be financed, the financial capacity of the private entity, and the
tier status of the applicant. Loans will be structured using generally accepted public and
private financing instruments and procedures. All recaptured funds must be returned to the
OneGeorgia Authority.

Cite as Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. R. 413-4-.06
Authority: O.C.G.A. Sec. 50-34-1et seq.
History. Original grant description entitled "Eligible Activities" submitted Aug. 22, 2002.

Rule 413-4-.07. Review of Applications.

(1) All applications received from applicants will be reviewed to determine the merits of the
applications and the proposed use of funds. The One Georgia Authority and/or DCA will
rate and review all applications that meet the Threshold Requirements outlined in Section
413-04-.07(2). Applications will be rated according to a point system with the maximum
number of points available to an application is set at 400 points. In order to be fundable, an
application must receive a minimum score of 275 points. The rating criteria are outlined
below.

(2) Threshold Requirements (Application must generally meet all requirements in order to be
rated.):

(@) The application is from eligible applicants;

(b) The project takes place within two or more counties, at least one of which does not
currently have 9-1-1 emergency telephone service;

(c) The proposed E-9-1-1 facility would be:
a) jointly owned by two or more counties;

b) owned by an authority that contains at least two counties; or

c) involve an intergovernmental service agreement between multiple jurisdictions
that include two or more counties.

(d) The proposed project evidences a revenue- and cost-sharing agreement between
multiple jurisdictions that include two or more counties;
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(€)

()

Applications must include a Cooperating Agreement entered into by the cooperating
units of government. This agreement should designate the unit of local government
or authority that will serve as lead applicant. (A sample cooperating agreement is
included in this Application Packet.)

The proposed use of funds are for eligible activities and will be carried out in a
manner consistent with the state constitution, state law and in accordance with the
applicants' (or sub-recipients') enabling legislation and authority; and

(9) (Reserved.)

(3) Tier Status (60 Points